
MEDICAL NOTES.

American Proctologic Society.—The seven-
teenth annual meeting of the American Procto-
logic Society will be held at San Francisco,
California, on June 21 and 22, 1915. The pro-
fession is invited to attend all meetings.
Bubonic Plague in Havana.—Report from

Washington, D. C, on May 11 states that two
more cases of bubonic plague have been discov-
ered in Havana, making a total of fourteen cases
since the beginning of the outbreak six weeks
ago. American and local officials are working
in conjunction to eradicate the plague.
Prevalence op Meningitis, Malaria, Pel-

lagra and Poliomyelitis.—The weekly bulletin
of the United States Public Health Service for
May 7, 1915, states that during the month of
March, 26 cases of cerebrospinal meningitis
were reported in New York State. During the
same month, in Mississippi there were reported
16 new cases of meningitis, 4596 of malaria, 621
of pellagra and 39 of poliomyelitis.
Washington University Medical School.—

At the recent dedicatory exercises of the new
buildings of the Washington University Medical
School, St. Louis, a number of honorary degrees
were conferred. Among these the degree of Sc.D.
was given to Drs. W. T. Porter and 0. E. Folin
of the Harvard Medical School and to Dr. Theo-
dore Janeway. The degree of LL.D. was con-
ferred, among others, on President Lowell, Dr.
Simon Flexner and Dr. W. H. Welch.

Smallpox Aboard the Charleston.—Report
from Seattle, Wash., on May 16 states that the
United States cruiser Cliarleston has been quar-
antined at that port on account of the discovery
of two cases of smallpox among recruits aboard.

Water Filtration Plant at St. Louis.—On
May 15 there was dedicated at St. Louis a new
water filtration plant which has recently been
completed at the extreme northern end of the
city at a cost of $1,300,000. The daily capacity
of this plant is 150,000,000 gallons and, in cases
of emergency, 200,000,000 gallons.
"The opening of the filtration plant is the

last step deemed necessary for years to assure
St. Louis of clear water. The city's water is
taken from the muddy Mississippi River, and
first is given a chemical treatment that precipi-
tates the solids and foreign matter. The water
then passes through a series of settling basins,
from which it emerges clear. For years this sys-
tem was sufficient to assure the city clear water,
but as the demands for water grew with the
growth of the city, it was noticed that in hot
weather or when the river was unusually muddy,
the water was drawn through the settling basins
so fast that it poured out of the faucets slightly

discolored. The great sand filter then was built.
The water now will pass from the settling basins
into the filter, and thence into the mains. The
filter, it is believed by engineers, will assure the
people of St. Louis absolutely clear water."

Care op the Feeble-minded.—The subject of
the care of the feeble-minded was discussed on
May 17 at one of the section meetings of the
National Conference of Charities and Correction
in session at Baltimore. Mr. Amos W. Butler,
secretary of the Indiana State Board of Chari-
ties, presented a report of an investigation of
the number and care of the feeble-minded
throughout the United States.
"The most conservative estimate of the num-

ber of feeble-minded in this country is one in
every 500 of the population. This means 200,-
000. About one-tenth of this number are re-
ceiving proper care. At least two-thirds of the
feeble-minded have inherited their feeble-
mindedness. The average number of children
born in a family is four, whereas in the degen-
erate families we find 7.3 each. One study of
the mentality of truants shows upwards of 80%'
of them feeble-minded. Many different studies
show from 46% to 89% of reformatory inmates
to be feeble-minded. If these statements should
be taken at only half their value, they still show
a condition important enough to need prompt
action."

New York City's Health Last Week.—
There were 1472 deaths and a death-rate of 13.23
per one thousand' of the population reported
during the past week, as compared with 1533
deaths and a rate of 14.32 for the correspondingweek in 1914,—a decrease in the absolute num-
ber of deaths of 61 and in the rate of 1.09 points,
which is equivalent to a relative decrease of 121
deaths.

Scarlet fever, typhoid fever, organic heart dis-
eases, pulmonary tuberculosis, and chronic
Bright's disease, all showed a decreased mortal-
ity.

Those causes showing an increased mortality
were measles, whooping cough, tuberculous dis-
eases (other than pulmonary tuberculosis), dis-
eases of the nervous system and violence.

Viewed from the point of age grouping, there
was a considerable increase in the deaths of chil-
dren under one year of age and of children be-
tween one and five years of age, which was moro
than offset by the decreased mortality at the
age groups of 5 years and over.

The death-rate for the first twenty weeks of
1915 was 14.63 per one thousand, as compared
with a rate of 15.35 during the correspondingperiod of 1914, a decrease of .72 of a point.
An Educational Lunch Room.—The Bureau

of Public Health Education of the city of New
York has opened an educational lunch room, in
which carefully arranged luncheons are pro-
vided at low cost with the object of furnishing
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wholesome food at cost price and of educating its
patrons in food values and nutrition. Appear-
ing on the menu is a statement, of the number of
calories and grams of protein each article con-
tains.

Tuberculosis in the French Army.—Profes-
sor L. Landouzy of Paris has published in the
Rervue d'Hygiene an article calling attention to
the danger of rapid spread of tuberculosis in the
French army, due to the massing of soldiers in
restricted areas, such as trenches and during
siege operations, where it is impossible to pro-
tect the well from such tuberculates as may be
in their ranks. In a condition of peace it has
been estimated that in eight years the number
lost to the army was 36,000, so that, the present
army may lose not fewer than 30,000 a year from
this cause. Dr. Landouzy makes the suggestion
that known tuberculates be given posts and sta-
tions in the outlying districts apart from the
segregations of soldiers in trenches and forts.

Gorgas Prize Medal.—Referring to the Gor-
gas prize medal, to be awarded yearly by the
Association of the Medical Reserve Corps, U. S.
Army, New York State Division, the board of
award makes the following announcement:—

The competition is open to medical officers of
the Army, officers of the Medical Reserve Corps
of the Army, and medical officers of the Organ-
ized Militia.

The medal will be awarded for the paper sub-
mitted which shows the most important advance
in medicine or surgery on a medical or medico-
military subject, preference being given to pa-
pers on a medico-military subject.

The medal will be awarded only for papers
of exceptional value.

The hoard of award consists of three members
of the faculty of the Army Medical School, ap-
pointed by the Surgeon-General, U. S. Army.

The papers should be submitted to the Board
of Award, Gorgas Prize Medal, by March 31 of
each year, and should be addressed to the Presi-
dent of the Board of Award, Gorgas Prize
Medal, Army Medical School, Washington, D. O.

The award will be announced at the gradua-
tion exercises of the Army Medical School, on

May 31 of each year.

European War Notes.—It is reported from
Philadelphia that early in June another surgical
unit will sail from that city for service in mili-
tary hospitals of France and England. The
leaders of this unit will 'be Dr. J. William White,
Dr. R. Taite McKenzie and Dr. James P. Hutch-
inson. The unit, will be stationed primarily at
the American Ambulance Hospital at Paris, and,
in addition to the above named, will consist of a
number of physicians and nurses. Dr. Hutchin-
son will be' the chief surgeon.

In the issue of the Journal for May 6 we
noted a proposition by Sir William Osier, of
Oxford, that the Harvard Medical School should
send abroad in June, for service in an English
government field hospital, either in France or
in England, a second surgical unit, to consist of
twenty-four surgeons and seventy-five nurses,
and to have charge of over one thousand beds.
The unit is now in process of organization and
will be under the leadership of Drs. Edward H.
Nichols, Charles A. Porter and William E.
Faulkner of Boston. It is probable that as many
as thirty-two, instead of twenty-four, surgeons
will compose this unit, which is to undertake a
service of six months. In last week's issue of the
Journal was published the call for volunteers
for the unit With full statement of the details of
requirement.

On May 22 the totals of the principal Amer-
ican relief funds for the European War reached
the following amounts :—

N. Y. N. E.
Belgian Fund.$1,086,709.62 $250,109.70
Ked Cross. 494,032.71 134,400.51
American Ambulance. 388,743.00
Polish Fund. 77,099.35 45.9S8.24
Serbian Fund. 04,070.77 30,200.25
Depage Memorial. 024.00

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Norfolk District Medical Society.—At the
65th annual meeting of the Norfolk District
Medical Society, held May 11, at the American
House, Boston, the following officers were
elected: President, Dr. Matthew Vassar Pierce
of Milton, Harvard A.B., 1877, Harvard Medical
School, 1880; vice-president, Dr. Thomas F.
Greene of Roxbury, Tufts '94; secretary, Dr.
Bradford Kent of Dorchester, Harvard '02;
treasurer. Dr. George W. Kaan of Brookline,
Harvard '90.

Passage op Medical Registration Bill.—On
.May 12, by a vote of 120 to 77, the House of
Representatives of the Massachusetts General
Court passed to be engrossed the bill providing
Unit no person shall be admitted to the practice
of medicine in Massachusetts who is not a grad-
uate of a duly chartered medical school with
power to grant degrees.

Massachusetts Physician Sails for Serbia.
—On May 15, Dr. Stanley H. Osborn of Pea-
body, Mass., sailed from New York aboard the
Athenia to serve at Nish and Belgrade under
Dr. Richard P. Strong in the Rockefeller Com-
mission for the eradication of typhus fever. He
graduated from Tufts Medical School in 1914.
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Election op Dr. Walcott.—At the annual
meeting of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, held in Boston on May 14, Dr. Henry
P. Walcott, Cambridge, Mass., was elected presi-
dent for the ensuing year.

Report op the Children's Hospital.—The
forty-sixth annual report of the Children's Hos-
pital, for the year 1914, contains the following
statistics: Number of patients treated 2585,
daily average 104; new patients treated in the
out-patient department, 6776; number of opera-
tions, surgical 652, orthopedic 444, throat 788 ;
social service department new cases, 936. The
new hospital was fully occupied by the month
of June. During the months from September
to December the number of patients treated in
the wards increased 44% and the out-patient
visits increased 36% in comparison with the
same months of the previous year, demonstrat-
ing the greater facility of the new hospital in
treating cases with its added equipment and in-
creased capacity. Legacies and endowments re-
ceived during 1914 amounted to $64,014.40.

Report op the Infants' Hospital.—The re-

cently published report of the Infants' Hospital
contains a record of its service from March 3,
1914, when the new Thomas Morgan Rotch me-
morial building was opened, to Jan. 1, 1915.
During that time 303 babies have been received
in the wards. The charitable work of the hos-
pital,—caring for the sick babies of the poor,—
is badly handicapped for lack of income. During
the summer months the hospital was compelled
to refuse admission to two sick babies every
day, and the number has increased to three. As
a means of increasing the income of the hospital
various rearrangements were made to increase
the accommodation for paying patients, and over
$2500 was netted in this manner. There is a

class of nursery maids carried on at the hospital,
which provides a six months' course of training.
The wet-nurse directory, formerly under the
auspices of the Massachusetts Babies' Hospital,
has been taken over by the Infants' Hospital.
Forty-nine wet-nurses were admitted and forty-
two were placed in families. That the work of
the hospital should be restricted beceause of
lack of funds, in a city where hospital provision
for infants is limited, is deplorable, and it is
earnestly to be hoped that adequate support
may be forthcoming during the present year.

Milk and Baby Hygiene Association.—At
the latest meeting of the board of trustees of the
Milk and Baby Hygiene Association the follow-
ing officers were elected: chairman, Charles E.
Mason; secretary, Benjamin Loring Young;
treasurer, F. Abbot Goodhue. George R. Bed-
inger, director, reported that during the first
four months of 1915 the association cared for
2516 babies.

A Second Epidemic of Tonsillitis in Dor-
chester.—In the issue of the Journal for May
6 we commented editorially on an epidemic of
streptococcus sore throat then prevalent in the
Dorchester district of Boston. There is at pres-
ent a second similar, but smaller, epidemic in
the same district, comprising about one hundred
and fifty cases. It is believed by the board of
health that the source of infection in these cases
has been traced to two dealers dispensing un-

pasteurized milk obtained from dairies in Can-
ton, Milton, Randolph and Stoughton, Mass.
Pasteurization of this milk supply has now been
ordered. It will be instructive to observe
whether this procedure is followed by a cessa-
tion of the epidemic. The source of infection
in the previous epidemic has not yet been au-
thoritatively determined.

Industrial Therapy in State Insane Insti-
tutions.—At the meeting of the American
Medico-Psychological Association in Virginia
from May 11 to 14, was shown a representative
exhibit of the work of the state institutions un-
der the control of the Massachusetts State Board
of Insanity. This exhibit included a series of
353 articles,—brushes, brooms, boots, rugs, and
examples of string work, basketry, embroidery,
leather work, metal work, pottery and weaving.
All these articles were made by inmates of the
Massachusetts State Insane Hospitals and illus-
trate the methods of industrial therapy there
employed. The recent bulletin (No. 9) of the
Massachusetts State Board of Insanity for May,
1915, describes the further progress in applica-
tion of this method. At the Westborough Sate
Hospital the industrial workroom has been
transferred from the basement, where the work
was done before, to a large, airy and sunny
room on the third floor. At the Grafton State
Hospital the weaving of overall cloth has been
added to the other industries.
Fatal Poisoning by American Water Hem-

lock.—The recently published monthly bulletin
of the Massachusetts State Department of Health
for February, 1915, contains a report of a case
of fatal poisoning by the root of the American
water hemlock, eaten by a farm laborer while
at work in Milford, Mass. The poisoning was
symptomatized by nausea, vomiting, vertigo,
widely dilated pupils, convulsions, unconscious-
ness, coma and death in one hour after ingestion,
the amount eaten being about an ounce. On inves-
tigation the plant proved to be the American
water hemlock (cicuta maculata), commonly
known as spotted cow bane or beaver poison.
"It is one of the commonest of our meadow and

swale plants, and variously referred to as water
hemlock, wild hemlock, cowbane, beaver poison,
musquash root and muskrat weed. In several
instances children have been fatally poisoned by
eating its roots, which have been termed "chil
dren's bane." The plant is often erroneously
referred to as "wild parsnip." It is closely
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allied to the less common and somewhat less
virulent poison hemlock (Conium maculatum)
with which Socrates was put to death. A related
plant, Sium cicutaefolium, which grows with
Cicuta or in similar habitats, has similar roots
which were eaten by the Indians. In the winter
and spring, when the roots are well filled, the
Indians distinguished the two plants by the old
stalks. The stems of Cicuta, the poisonous plant,
are cylindric and quill-like, those of Sium
strongly corrugated or furrowed.

The roots of the American water hemlock con-
sist of several öblong, fleshy tubers, spreading
out from the base of the stem. They are amongthe first green substances to appear in the
spring, and are eaten chiefly by herbivorous ani-
mals. They are mistaken by human beings for
parsnips, because of their odor and texture, arti-.
chokes, sweet cicely, horse-radish, or other edible
roots. ' '
In the year book of the United States De-

partment of Agriculture for 1896 is reported
another similar case of poisoning by the Amer-
ican water hemlock.

New Hampshire State Medical Society.—
The 124th annual meeting of the New Hamp-shire Medical Society was held in Memorial Hall,Concord, N. H., on Wednesday, May 19. The
first meeting of the house of delegates was held
the previous evening at the Eagle Hotel. The
general sessions on Wednesday were openedat 10 a.m., with an address by the president,Dr. Herbert K. Faulkner of Keene. At 11 a.m.
the simultaneous sessions of the sections on
medicine and surgery were opened and a num-
ber of interesting papers were presented by
members of the society. Another general session
was held at, 2 p.m., at which there were addresses
by Dr. Allan J. McLaughlin, Massachusetts State
Commissioner of Health, on "Preventive Medi-
cine," and by Dr. John B. Blake of Boston on
' 'Surgery of the Spleen. ' ' The oration in medi-
cine was delivered by Dr. Alexander Lambert
of New York on "The Equilibrium of the Circu-
lation" and the oration in surgery, by Dr. Wil-
liam S. Bainbridge of New York on "Chronic
Intestinal Stasis." Between the morning and
afternoon sessions the women members and the
wives of visiting members were entertained at
luncheon at the Memorial Hospital by the hos-
pital trustees. The annual banquet was held
at the Eagle Hotel at 7 p.m., preceded by an in-
formal reception. The usual exhibition of books,
surgical appliances, drugs and foods was held
during the meeting in the basement of Memorial
Hall. On the date of the meeting the New
Hampshire Historical Library, the Friendly
Club, the Woman's Hospital, the Margaret Pills-
bury Hospital, and the New Hampshire State
Hospital were opened for inspection and rest.

MassachusettsMedical Society.

Social Service Institutes.—Following the
joint meeting of committees from the Massachu-
setts Medical Society and the Massachusetts
Federation of Churches, recently reported in the
Journal, there have been three social service in-
stitutes arranged by the Federation of Churches,
at each of which a physician has been given a

prominent part in the program. The first was
at Springfield on March 10, the second at Mid-
dleboro on April 14, and the third at Littleton
on April 26.
In each meeting the stress of the address has

been upon the need of a trained health officer in
each city and town.

Miscellany.

VETO OF THE CLEAN MILK BILL.

The following represents in part the text of
Governor Walsh's message to the State Senate
on May 20 conveying his veto of the so-called
Labor Clean Milk Bill, which is commented upon
editorially in another column of this issue of the
Journal :—

"Although from its title the bill appears to
be mainly aimed at the distributers of dairy
products, a study of its provisions will show that
its heaviest penalties are reserved for the pro-
ducer, who, in addition to the fine and imprison-
ment to which dealers are made liable, is ex-
posed to the risk of being obliged to choose, on a
very few days' notice, between undertaking a

possibly heavy expense in order to conform his
buildings to an undetermined sanitary standard
discretionary with either the State Board of
Health or a local board, or as an alternative
accepting his sentence and abandoning his busi-
ness.
"Such being the case, it is necessary to con-

sider whether a measure so drastic is really need-
ed for the protection of the public health, and
whether, on the other hand, it might not reason-
ably be expected to aggravate the very evil which
its advocates aim to remove.

' ' I yield to no one in my anxiety to secure for
the children of our state a pure and abundant
supply of milk at a reasonable price. This ob-
ject, however, I am thoroughly convinced, cannot
be obtained by further penal legislation, but
only by encouraging and developing the produc-
tion of nearby milk through constructive legisla-
tion, such as I hoped would be worked out and
submitted to the Legislature by the special com-
mission for which I asked earlier in the session.
"My specific objections to the present bill are

these :—
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